60                 Japan in World Politics

stagnation.   At the same time Japan's material and political
interests in Korea outweighed those of all other States put
together.    In asserting her commercial rights she could not
possibly avoid collision with  a  Power  behaving as China
behaved.    But there was   another force  pushing the  two
States   into   the   arena ;   they   had   to   do   battle for  the
supremacy of the Far East.    China, of course, did not regard
the issue in that light.    It was part of her immemorial faith
in   her  own   transcendence   that   the   possibility of being
challenged should  never occur to her.     But Japan's case
was  different    Her position might be   compared  to that
of a lad who had to win a standing for himself in a new
school by beating the head boy of his form.    China was
the head boy of the East-Asian form.     Her huge dimen-
sions,   her  vast   resources,   her   apparently  inexhaustible
'staying power' entitled her to that position, and outside
nations accorded it to her.    To worst her meant to leap at
one  bound to the hegemony of the Far East    That \vas
the quickest exit from the shadow of Orientalism, and Japan
took it    This is not a suggestion that she forced a fight
upon her neighbour merely for the purpose of establishing
her own superiority.    What it means  is  that the causes
which   led   to  the  fight  had   their  remote  origin   in the
different attitudes of the two countries  towards Western
civilisation.     Having  cordially embraced  that civilisation,
Japan could  not consent to be included in the contempt
with which China regarded it; and, having set out to climb
to  the level of Occidental   nations, she had to   begin by
emerging from the ranks of Oriental nations."    These re-
marks of Captain Brinkley should be carefully kept in mind
when an estimate is being formed by Western writers regard-
ing the actions of Japan     As we shall see later on, they
require to be specially remembered when we are considering
recent events in Korea.

We cannot enter into the details of the war which followed
Both the Japanese army and navy did splendid work, and
not only showed that they had profited by the instruction